
Module 10: Advanced Earning and Bonus Opportunities 

Purpose of This Module 

This module focuses on advanced techniques to accelerate earning airline miles and hotel points beyond 

normal spending. Once you have the basics down, these strategies help you earn faster and travel farther 

without increasing your daily expenses. 

Understanding Bonus Opportunities 

Most loyalty programs and credit card issuers run limited-time promotions that offer extra miles or 

points. These can include transfer bonuses, shopping portals, dining programs, or partner-specific 

multipliers. 

 

Tracking and stacking these offers can double or even triple your earnings when done correctly. 

Transfer Bonuses 

A transfer bonus occurs when a bank rewards program temporarily increases the number of miles you 

receive for converting points to a specific airline or hotel partner. 

 

Example: Amex Membership Rewards may offer a 30 percent bonus to British Airways Avios. 

Transferring 100,000 Amex points would yield 130,000 Avios. 

 

These promotions often last two to four weeks, so it’s smart to subscribe to email alerts or check major 

travel blogs weekly for updates. 

Shopping Portals 

Online shopping portals let you earn extra points by starting your purchases through a partner website 

instead of going directly to the retailer. 

 

How it works: 

1. Log in to your airline’s or bank’s shopping portal. 

2. Search for the store where you want to shop. 

3. Click through the portal to make your purchase. 

 

Example: Buying $100 of clothing through the American Airlines eShopping portal may earn 500 

AAdvantage miles instead of none. 

 

Always check multiple portals to compare offers — sometimes the same store may offer 2 points per 

dollar on one portal and 10 on another. 

Dining Rewards Programs 

Airlines and hotel chains offer dining rewards where you earn points by linking your credit card to 

participating restaurants. 

 

Example: American Airlines AAdvantage Dining or Marriott Eat Around Town. 



 

You simply register your card once, dine at a participating location, and earn extra miles automatically — 

even if you were not thinking about travel at that moment. 

Stacking Strategies 

Stacking means combining multiple earning opportunities in a single purchase. For example: 

- Use a points-earning credit card. 

- Click through a shopping portal first. 

- Earn category bonuses for the merchant type. 

- Pay during a limited-time promotion. 

 

A single $100 purchase could earn 1,000+ points when stacked correctly. 

Promotional and Referral Bonuses 

Some cards and programs offer referral bonuses when friends or family apply using your link. 

 

Example: Chase Sapphire Preferred often provides 15,000 bonus points for each approved referral, up to 

75,000 points per year. 

 

Additionally, banks occasionally run seasonal bonuses for adding authorized users, enrolling in online 

statements, or using mobile wallets. 

Targeted Offers and Retention Bonuses 

Card issuers sometimes send exclusive offers to existing customers. These include spend-based 

challenges such as “Earn 5,000 bonus points after spending $1,000 this month.” 

 

Retention bonuses may also be offered if you call to cancel or downgrade a card. Always ask whether any 

retention offer is available before closing an account. 

Category Optimization 

Not all cards earn points equally. Assign your spending strategically: 

- Use the Amex Gold for dining and groceries. 

- Use the Chase Sapphire Preferred for travel and dining abroad. 

- Use business cards for advertising, shipping, or gas depending on category bonuses. 

 

This approach ensures you always earn the maximum multiplier for every dollar spent. 

Limited-Time Hotel Promotions 

Hotel chains frequently offer double or triple points promotions during specific seasons. For example, 

Marriott or Hilton may advertise “Double Points on Stays Through March.” 

 

Before every trip, register for active promotions on each hotel’s website. Registration is usually free and 

takes less than a minute. 



Airline Promotions and Challenges 

Airlines occasionally run elite status challenges that let you earn additional benefits or accelerated miles 

for flying certain routes or meeting spending thresholds. Even if you do not plan to maintain elite status, 

completing a challenge can grant bonus miles worth redeeming later. 

Credit Card Retention and Upgrade Paths 

Over time, consider upgrading or product changing your cards to earn new benefits while maintaining 

account history. For example: 

- Upgrading a Chase Ink Cash to Ink Preferred allows transfer to travel partners. 

- Upgrading a Citi Rewards+ to Citi Premier enables access to Qatar Avios transfers. 

 

Always confirm upgrade terms before accepting to avoid resetting bonus eligibility. 

Event and Conference Partnerships 

Occasionally, programs like Marriott Bonvoy or American Airlines partner with cultural or sporting 

events where attendees can earn bonus points for booking tickets or hotels through special links. 

 

For Africa 2027, watch for any travel conferences or tourism campaigns that might include earning 

incentives for participating travelers. 

Tracking and Documentation 

Maintain a section in your points tracker labeled “Promotions” to record bonus earnings. Include columns 

for: 

- Promotion name 

- Program name 

- Start and end date 

- Bonus earned 

- Notes on registration or proof of completion 

 

This helps you verify that every bonus posts correctly and serves as a reference for future opportunities. 

Summary 

Advanced earning strategies multiply the power of your everyday spending. By stacking portals, dining 

rewards, and transfer bonuses, you can reach your travel goals faster while spending the same amount of 

money. 

 

The final module will tie everything together with a step-by-step strategy for using your points and miles 

to cover the Africa 2027 journey from start to finish. 


