
Module 2: Understanding Airline Alliances 

Purpose of This Module 

This module explains the role of airline alliances and how they help travelers maximize the value of miles 

and points. Understanding alliances allows you to access more flights, better award availability, and 

increased flexibility when traveling across multiple regions. 

What Is an Airline Alliance 

An airline alliance is a partnership between several airlines that agree to share routes, benefits, and 

frequent flyer rewards. When you earn miles with one airline in an alliance, you can redeem those miles 

for flights on any of its partner airlines. 

 

There are three global alliances: Oneworld, Star Alliance, and SkyTeam. For Africa 2027, our focus is on 

Oneworld because of its strong partners and routes connecting the United States, Europe, the Middle East, 

and Africa. 

Why We Chose Oneworld 

Oneworld offers excellent coverage for Africa-bound routes, especially through partners that operate 

flights to Cairo, Accra, Johannesburg, and Doha. It also provides smooth award booking systems, reliable 

customer service, and transfer partnerships with major U.S. credit card programs. 

 

Key benefits include: 

- Access to more than 900 destinations worldwide 

- One check-in for multi-carrier itineraries 

- Shared elite benefits like early boarding and lounge access 

- Strong transfer support from Amex, Chase, Citi, and Marriott Bonvoy 

Major Oneworld Partner Airlines 

For Africa 2027, the following Oneworld partners are the most relevant: 

 

- **American Airlines (AAdvantage):** Primary U.S. carrier. Use miles to fly to Europe or the Middle East, 

then connect onward to Africa. 

- **British Airways (Avios):** Excellent for short-haul and intra-Africa routes, though some flights have 

fuel surcharges. 

- **Qatar Airways (Avios):** The best business-class option to reach Africa via Doha, with award 

availability and 1:1 point transfers from multiple banks. 

- **Royal Air Maroc:** Connects North and West Africa with easy connections to Casablanca and Accra. 

- **Iberia (Avios):** Another Avios program option for transatlantic flights from the U.S. to Europe. 

How Avios Points Work Across Programs 

British Airways, Iberia, Aer Lingus, and Qatar Airways all use Avios as their shared rewards currency. 

This means points can be freely transferred between these programs at a 1:1 ratio. 

 

Example: 



If you have 50,000 Chase Ultimate Rewards points, you can transfer them to British Airways Avios, then 

move those Avios to Qatar Airways to book your flight. 

 

This flexibility allows travelers to access the best pricing and availability depending on which airline 

offers the lower redemption rate for the same route. 

Why Alliance Knowledge Saves You Money 

By understanding alliances, you avoid limiting yourself to one airline. You can mix and match routes for 

better value. For example, you can fly American Airlines to London, then connect on British Airways or 

Qatar Airways to reach Accra or Cairo using the same pool of points. 

 

This knowledge helps you find available award space when one airline’s seats are sold out and ensures 

your points never go to waste. 

Tips for Using Oneworld Miles Wisely 

- Search multiple partner sites such as American Airlines, British Airways, and Qatar Airways before 

booking. 

- Always compare mileage prices between Avios programs before transferring points. 

- Avoid booking high fuel surcharge routes when cheaper Avios redemptions exist. 

- Use tools like AwardWallet, Point.Me, or Seats.Aero to find open award seats quickly. 

Summary 

Oneworld is the alliance that brings this entire strategy together. With flexible point transfers, multiple 

airline options, and strong routes into Africa, it provides the foundation for affordable travel to all five 

countries on our journey. 

 

The next module will explain how miles and points actually work and how to start earning them through 

everyday purchases. 


