Module 4: Enrolling in Loyalty Programs and Staying Organized

Purpose of This Module

This module explains how to enroll in major airline and hotel loyalty programs and keep your account

information organized. By joining the right programs early, you ensure that every mile and point you earn

is credited to your account and protected from expiration.

Why Enrollment Matters

Loyalty programs are the backbone of the miles and points system. Without an account, you cannot earn,

transfer, or redeem rewards. Joining early also ensures that any bonus points from future flights, credit

cards, or hotel stays post automatically to your account.

Enrolling in all relevant programs now prevents confusion later when it’s time to book flights or
coordinate family rewards.

Programs to Join First
Start with the programs most relevant to the Africa 2027 journey:

**Airlines (Oneworld Alliance):**
- American Airlines AAdvantage

- British Airways Executive Club
- Qatar Airways Privilege Club

- Iberia Plus

- Royal Air Maroc Safar Flyer

**Hotels:**

- Marriott Bonvoy
- Hilton Honors

- IHG One Rewards

Each of these programs can be linked with your credit card rewards accounts for transfers and
redemptions.

How to Enroll Step-by-Step

1. Visit the airline or hotel’s official website.

2. Click “Join” or “Sign Up” on the loyalty program page.

3. Use the same email and personal information across all accounts.

4. Record your membership numbers immediately in your Family Points Tracker.
5. Enable two-factor authentication if available to protect your balances.

Pro Tip: Use a dedicated email folder labeled “Miles & Points” to keep all registration confirmations in one

place.



Organizing Family Accounts

Families traveling together should maintain a shared record of all loyalty accounts. This avoids
duplication, lost miles, or forgotten credentials.

Recommended structure for the Family Points Tracker:

- Column A: Traveler Name

- Column B: Airline Program

- Column C: Account Number

- Column D: Username or Email

- Column E: Password or Note (use partial entries for security)
- Column F: Balance

- Column G: Expiration Date

Update the tracker monthly to ensure everyone’s accounts remain active.

Protecting Your Accounts

Security and consistency are key. Always:

- Use strong passwords and two-factor authentication.

- Avoid logging in from public Wi-Fi.

- Review statements monthly for unauthorized redemptions.

- Keep at least one earning activity per program every 12 months (for example, dining rewards or
shopping portals).

Some programs offer free account reactivation if you contact customer service before expiration.

Linking Credit Cards and Loyalty Programs

Once your loyalty accounts are active, connect them to your credit card portals:
- Amex Membership Rewards — Avios, Marriott, Hilton

- Chase Ultimate Rewards — Avios, United, Marriott, IHG

- Citi ThankYou Points — Qatar Avios, Turkish, Choice Hotels

- Capital One Miles — Qatar Avios, Air France, Wyndham

This step allows instant or near-instant transfers when you’re ready to book.

Managing Multiple Logins

Keeping track of multiple usernames and passwords can be overwhelming. To stay organized:
- Use a password manager like 1Password, Bitwarden, or LastPass.

- Store all logins securely and share access with one trusted family member.

- Label accounts clearly (e.g., “John — Marriott Bonvoy”).

- Avoid reusing passwords across multiple loyalty programs.

Summary

Enrollment and organization are the foundation of success in the miles and points system. Setting up your
loyalty accounts early ensures you never miss out on earning opportunities and makes future bookings
simple and stress-free.



In the next module, we’ll focus on the best earning strategies for credit cards and how to decide which
ones fit your travel and spending goals.



