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Module 1: Welcome and Overview 

Welcome to the Africa 2027 Miles and Points Coursebook. This course teaches a complete system for earning 

and redeeming rewards for flights and hotels in a responsible and organized way. The purpose is to make the 

Africa 2027 journey affordable and achievable for as many family members as possible. 

 

You will learn the fundamentals of airline and hotel loyalty, how to pick and use the right credit cards, how to 

search and book award flights, how to transfer bank points to travel partners, how to estimate value, and how to 

protect your points from expiration or devaluation. 

 

This course centers on Oneworld airlines for flight redemptions and Marriott Bonvoy for hotels because of their 

coverage, partner flexibility, and reliable availability across the Africa 2027 route. 

 

Learning goals. Understand how loyalty currencies work. Build a repeatable earning plan. Search and book 

awards with confidence. Keep excellent records. Make informed choices when cash is a better option than 

points. 

 

Module 2: Understanding Points and Miles 

Points and miles are loyalty currencies. Airlines issue miles. Hotels issue points. Banks issue transferable points. 

You earn these currencies through spending, promotions, or travel. You later exchange them for flights, nights, 

or upgrades. 

 

Airline miles. Programs include American Airlines AAdvantage, British Airways Executive Club, and Qatar 

Airways Privilege Club. Miles earned in one program can often book flights on partner airlines within the 

Oneworld alliance. This partner access creates flexibility. 

 

Hotel points. Programs include Marriott Bonvoy, Hilton Honors, and IHG One Rewards. Hotel points are best 

for free nights, upgrades, and late checkout benefits. Marriott has the most consistent presence across the Africa 

2027 route. 

 

Transferable points. Bank programs include American Express Membership Rewards, Chase Ultimate Rewards, 

Citi ThankYou Rewards, and Capital One Miles. These points move to airline or hotel partners when you are 

ready to book. Keeping points at the bank level gives protection from program changes until the last moment. 

 

Value is not fixed. A point or mile is worth what it saves compared to cash on the day you book. Long haul 

business class flights often deliver the strongest value for airline miles. Mid scale hotels with fair award pricing 

deliver steady value for hotel points. 

 

Action item. Create a simple tracker with columns for airline miles, hotel points, and transferable bank points. 

Record current balances and your monthly earning pace. 

 

Module 3: Enrolling in Loyalty Programs 

Enrollment is free. Join programs early so that every flight or stay earns rewards. For Oneworld start with 

American Airlines AAdvantage, British Airways Executive Club, Qatar Airways Privilege Club, and Royal Air 

Maroc Safar Flyer. For hotels start with Marriott Bonvoy. 

 

Account setup tips. Use a consistent email across all programs. Store membership numbers and passwords in a 

password manager. Turn on account alerts. Save welcome emails and confirmation numbers in a single folder. 



Link Avios programs. British Airways, Qatar Airways, and Iberia share the Avios currency. You can move 

Avios among these programs to book the same flight where fees are lower or availability is better. Create and 

link all three to unlock this flexibility. 

 

Keep accounts active. Many programs require some earning or redeeming activity within a period to avoid 

expiration. A small dining transaction or a purchase through an online shopping portal can keep an account 

alive. Set calendar reminders to check balances every two months. 

 

Module 4: Transferable Points Primer 

Transferable points are the foundation of a flexible strategy. You earn points in a bank program, hold them 

while you shop for the best award, and then transfer only the exact points needed when you are ready to book. 

 

Chase Ultimate Rewards. Transfers to British Airways, Qatar Airways, and Marriott Bonvoy. Useful for Avios 

bookings and Marriott nights. 

 

American Express Membership Rewards. Transfers to British Airways, Qatar Airways, Iberia, and Marriott. 

Large partner list and frequent transfer bonuses. 

 

Citi ThankYou Rewards. Transfers to Qatar Airways, British Airways, and Asia Miles. Good coverage for 

Oneworld partners. 

 

Capital One Miles. Transfers to British Airways and Qatar Airways. Simple earn structure on many cards makes 

balance building easy. 

 

Rules of the road. Check transfer ratios and transfer times. Most transfers are one to one and irreversible. 

Confirm the award exists before you move points. Take a screenshot of availability. Transfer and book in a 

single sitting. 

 

Action item. Choose one bank ecosystem to focus on for the next three months. Learn its portal and partner list. 

Record common transfer ratios in your tracker. 

 

Module 5: Booking with Miles and Award Search Basics 

Award bookings replace money with miles. Each airline program prices awards using its own rules. The same 

flight can require a different number of miles through different partners. This is why comparison searches 

matter. 

 

Search process. Sign in to an airline site. Select the book with miles option. Enter route and flexible dates. 

Repeat the search on a partner site. Compare the miles required and the taxes. Pick the option with the best total 

value and routing. 

 

Oneworld examples. Use American Airlines miles to book Qatar Airways flights through Doha. Use Avios on 

British Airways or Qatar Airways to reach Cairo or Accra. Consider a connection that avoids very high fees if 

possible. 

 

Availability tips. Start early for long haul business class. Search one seat first to confirm space, then adjust for 

the total number of travelers. Be open to a nearby gateway airport if your local airport shows limited space. 

 

Booking checklist. Confirm seats on the airline site. Verify transfer ratio and partner. Move only the required 

points. Book and save the record locator. Place all confirmations in a trip folder. 

 



Module 6: Top Recommended Credit Cards 

Credit cards provide the fastest path to large balances through welcome bonuses and category bonuses. Select 

cards with annual fees at or below one hundred dollars. Prefer business cards when eligible and add a personal 

card for flexibility. Always pay statements in full. 

 

 

Recommended Business Credit Cards 
Card Why It Helps Approximate Annual Fee 

Chase Ink Business Preferred Three points per dollar on travel 

and online advertising. Transfers 

to Avios and Marriott. 

$95 

Amex Blue Business Plus Two points per dollar on every 

purchase up to the yearly cap. 

Broad airline partner list. 

$0 

CitiBusiness AAdvantage 

Platinum 

Direct American Airlines miles 

with useful flight benefits on 

American. 

$99 

Marriott Bonvoy Business Amex Strong earning at Marriott and a 

free night certificate each year, 

terms apply. 

$95 

 

 

Recommended Personal Credit Cards 

Card Why It Helps Approximate Annual Fee 

Chase Sapphire Preferred Flexible points that move to Avios 

and Marriott. Good travel 

protections. 

$95 

Citi Premier Three points per dollar on travel 

and dining. Transfers to Qatar and 

British Airways. 

$95 

Capital One Venture Two miles per dollar on every 

purchase. Transfers to Avios 

partners. 

$95 

Marriott Bonvoy Boundless Annual free night certificate and 

faster Marriott earning. 

$95 

 

Welcome bonus amounts change. Check the issuer site for current offers. Meet spending requirements only with 

purchases you already plan to make. Never carry a balance to chase rewards. 
 
Module 7: Transfer Partners Reference Chart 

Use this chart when planning transfers. Confirm ratios and partners at the time of transfer since programs can 

update terms. 

 

Bank Program Oneworld Airline 

Partners 

Hotel Partners Typical Ratio 

Chase Ultimate Rewards British Airways Avios, 

Qatar Airways Privilege 

Club, Iberia Plus 

Marriott Bonvoy One to one 

Amex Membership 

Rewards 

British Airways, Qatar 

Airways, Iberia Plus, 

Cathay Pacific Asia 

Miles 

Marriott Bonvoy One to one 



Citi ThankYou Rewards Qatar Airways, British 

Airways, Cathay Pacific 

Asia Miles 

Choice, Wyndham One to one to airlines 

Capital One Miles British Airways, Qatar 

Airways, Finnair Plus 

None direct One to one 

Marriott Bonvoy Forty plus airlines 

including American and 

Qatar 

Not applicable Three to one to airlines 

 

Note. Transfer bonuses appear from time to time. When a bonus is active you can reduce the bank points 

required for the same award. 

 

Module 8: Redemption Value Examples 

Estimate value by dividing the cash price by the number of points used. This gives a value per point. Use this to 

decide whether to redeem points or pay cash. 

 

Example Redemption Cash Price Points Used Approximate Value 

US to Cairo in business 

on a partner 

$3500 round trip 140000 Avios About two point five 

cents per point 

New York to Accra in 

economy via London 

$1200 round trip 60000 Avios About two cents per 

point 

Doha to Zanzibar in 

economy 

$600 round trip 25000 Avios About two point four 

cents per point 

Marriott Mena House 

Cairo 

$350 per night 50000 Marriott points About zero point seven 

cents per point 

Protea Hotel Kruger Gate $250 per night 30000 Marriott points About zero point eight 

three cents per point 

 

Use points when value is strong. Pay cash when value is weak. Save points for long haul flights or peak hotel 

dates where cash rates are high. 

 

Module 9: Devaluation and Protection Tips 

Protect your points by staying organized and booking with intent. Keep most points in bank programs until you 

see confirmed award space. Move only what you need and book right away. 

 

Keep accounts alive. Use a small dining or shopping portal transaction once or twice a year. Record expiration 

rules for each program in your tracker. Set calendar reminders for check ins. 

 

Backup plans. If a partner increases award prices, try another partner that can book the same seat. If hotels price 

very high in points, look for free night certificates or a nearby hotel with better value. 

 

Module 10: Maximizing Everyday Spending 

Everyday expenses can fund the entire trip when routed through the right cards. Groceries, gas, phone, internet, 

insurance, advertising, and online services all earn points. 

 

Layer rewards. Click through an online shopping portal. Pay with a rewards card. Enroll in a dining program 

where available. Activate temporary promotions in your bank and airline apps before checkout. 

 

Focus strategy. Concentrate on one or two bank ecosystems for three months at a time so that balances build 

quickly. Review statements each month. Move recurring bills to your chosen cards. Always pay balances in full. 

 



Module 11: Final Checklist and Strategy Roadmap 

Twelve to eighteen month roadmap. Months one to three. Open one business card and one personal card that fit 

your spending. Meet the sign up bonuses using planned purchases. Record earnings in your tracker. 

 

Months three to twelve. Channel daily expenses to your best earning cards. Track balances monthly. Learn 

transfer partners for your bank program. 

 

Months ten to fifteen. Begin award searches for long haul flights. Compare American Airlines, British Airways, 

and Qatar Airways. Hold bank points until you find space. Move points and book the same day. 

 

Months twelve to eighteen. After flights are locked, shift focus to hotel points. Book Marriott hotels that match 

your route and budget. Save all confirmations in a single folder. 

 

Final checklist. Confirm all traveler names match passports. Verify dates and cities. Record every booking code. 

Create a printed trip packet for backup. 
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